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the male is unproductive, she is regarded as the real
force in nature, hence the almost exclusive adoration
that is paid to the female deities by so many. In some
of the Puranas the adoration of Prakriti or Sakti, the
energy of the gods, under the forms of Saraswati,
Lakshmi, Durga, etc., is authorised to some extent; but
it is in the more modern books called Tantras that this
is chiefly upheld. It is probable some of these were
written almost as early as the later Puranas, but most
of them are not older than the eleventh century. There
are two divisions of the sect, the Dakshinas, or right-
hand worshippers, and the Vamacharis, or left-hand
worshippers. But less is known of these sects than of
others, because the Tantras have been kept in greater
secrecy than most of the other sacred books.

The Dakshinas, or right-hand worshippers, are those
who worship the female deities in an open, public manner,
in accordance with the Puranic ritual, and free from
gross impurities. There is a fundamental difference in
the offerings made to Vishnu in his incarnations, and
those made to the many forms of the wife of Siva ;
viz., to the former all life is sacred, whilst to the latter
life is sacrificed. On the festival days at Kali Ghat,
near Calcutta, and at other popular shrines, the yard
streams with the blood of the kids and buffaloes that
have been slain. And in Hindu homes it is customary
to offer similar gifts. One of the Puranas declares that
whilst animal sacrifices gratify Durga, the sacrificer is
guilty of sin for the destruction of life. To the follower
of Vishnu the scenes witnessed at a Durga or Kali Puja
must be most repulsive, and the worshippers regarded
as sinful. The offerers of animal sacrifices can plead
the authority of the Vedas arid the customs of their
remote ancestors, and it is probably the sanction that is